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DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW. 


THE following discourse was delivered by President Lorenzo Snow, at the 
Sixty-fourth Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, held in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Friday morning, 
October 6, 1893 :— 

President George Q. Cannon’s remarks this morning were full of com- 
fort and consolation. The ideas that he has presented aré true. There 
never was a day since the organization of this Church, when the Latter- 
day Saints had more cause to rejoice than they have to-day. The Church 
was organized over sixty-three years ago, and from that day to the present 
the Lord has been with us. His manifestations have been our experiences, 
and He has accomplished in our favor all that any Latter-day Saint ever 
did or could anticipate. His glory has been upon us, as a people and as 
individuals. As President Cannon has said, trials and tribulations have 
been the experience of the Latter-day Saints. God so designed that it 
should be. I daresay that in the spirit world, when it was proposed to 
us to come into this probation, and pass through the experience that we 
are now receiving, it was not altogether pleasant and agreeable; the 
prospects were not so delightful in all respects as might have been desired. 
Yet there is no doubt that we saw and understood clearly there, that, in 
order to accomplish our exaltation and glory, this was a necessary ex- 
perience; and however disagreeable it might have appeared to us, we 
were willing to conform to the will of God, and consequently we are here. 

From the time of our receiving the Gospel to the present, the Lord has 
from time to time given us trials and afflictions, if we may so call them; 
and sometimes these trials have been of that nature that we have found 
it very difficult to receive them without murmur and complaint. Yet at 
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such times the Lord blessed us and gave us sufficient of His Spirit to 
enable us to overcome the temptations and endure the trials. In going 
through these trials and troubles we are doing no more than did the Cap- 
tain of our Salvation. We are told by the Apostle Paul that He was made 
perfect, through sufferings. And even He, the Son of God, at times found 
it very difficult; for example, in the garden of Gethsemane, when the 
time approached that He was to pass through the severest affliction that 
any mortal ever did pass through. He undoubtedly had seen persons 
nailed to the cross, because that method of execution was common at that 
time, and He understood the torture that such persons experienced for 
hours. He went by Himself in the garden and prayed to His Father, if 
it were possible, that that cup might pass from Him; and His feelings 
were such that He sweat great drops of blood, and in His agony there 
was an angel sent to give Him comfort and strength. Even the Son of God 
required miraculous help under those extraordinary circumstances. So 
we have needed it at times, and so we may in the future. Some of us have 
had this divine help under peculiar circumstances. 

God has wonderfully blessed Zion. It is remarkable the change that 
has occurred in our favor in the estimation of the inhabitants of the earth, 
especially the people of our own nation. The course that has been taken 
by the House of Representatives within the last few days, compared with 
their action a few years ago, is amazing. It is God that has effected this 
change, because He is disposed to favor Zion, and because through our 
suffering in the past we have secured His favor, and He is determined to 
assist us and accomplish His purpose in regard to our redemption. 

The work that has been accomplished in the nations of the earth and 
the islands of the sea is grand and glorious. And this is not all; within 
the last few months thousands of persons in the spirit world have been 
placed in a condition that they may receive the word of God and be saved, 
through the ordinances that have been administered in these four temples 
in this Territory. A wonderful work is being accomplished in our temples 
in favor of the spirits in prison. I believe, strongly too, that when the 
Gospel is preached to the spirits in prison, the success attending that 
preaching will be far greater than that attending the preaching of our 
Elders in this life. I believe there will be very few indeed of those spirits 
who will not gladly receive the Gospel when it is carried to them. The 
circumstances there will be a thousand times more favorable. The breth- 
ren are laboring in these temples with their hearts and souls in the in- 
terest of the dead. The Savior said on a certain occasion, “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall hear 
the voice of the Son of God ;” and He continued and made this remarkable 
expression: “and they that hear shall live.” I believe there will be very 
few who will not receive the truth. They will hear the voice of the 
Son of God; they will hear the voice of the Priesthood of the Son of God, 
and they will receive the truth and live. These brethren and sisters that 
are laboring so industriously in the temples will have the honor of being, 
as it were, saviors to their kindred and friends in whose favor they ad- 
ministered these ordinances. 
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It is a glorious work, it is a grand work, and the kingdom of God moves 
on with force and power, and with grand and glorious success. Of course, 
our financial affairs pinch a little; but we are not dependent particularly 
upon the condition of financial affairs in order that we may rejoice. It 
is very nice to have things go along pleasantly and agreeably in relation 
to our interests in this world; yet we are not dependent upon those acci- 
dental circumstances. We are told that the kingdom of God is not meat 
and drink, but righteousness and joy in the Holy Ghost. It is the privi- 
lege of the Latter-day Saints to live in the Gospel in such a way that they 
will feel approved of God. Of course, we do things sometimes that we are 
ashamed of when we come to consider them; but we repent of them in 
our hearts and determine todo them no more. That is all the Lord asks 
of us; and men and women who so live, live without condemnation. They 
have righteousness and joy in the Holy Ghost, no matter what may be 
their temporal circumstances. We live above, and independent of, these 
accidental things that occur to-day or to-morrow. We have acted, I be- 
lieve, as the wise man that built his house upon the rock. Jesus said: 
“Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken 
him unto a wise nian, which built his house upon a rock: and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that 
house, and it fell not; for it was founded upon a rock.” Whatrock? The 
rock of revelation; the rock that Jesus said He would found His Church 
upon and the gates of hell should not prevail against it. We read that 
when Jesus came into the coasts of Cesarea He asked His disciples, 
“Whom do men say that I the Son of Manam?” He wished to ascertain 
what sort of opiniom the people round about had formed in regard to 
him. He had been performing miracles in their midst; He had been 
teaching and instructing them in their synagogues, and He wished to 
know what the people said about Him. The answer was, “Some say that 
thou art John the Baptist; some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of 
the prophets.” “But whom say ye that lam?” He asked. Peter answered 
and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Then 
Jesus said unto him, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 
And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build My church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” And 
He did so. When the Gospel was preached, those who believed were 
promised that they might know for themselves whether it was true, and 
whether the men who preached it had authority from God. They were 
promised that they should receive the Holy Ghost, which should be a 
revelation to them, and upon that they should be founded; and they 
should build their spiritual house upon it, and when the storms came, and 
the rains descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, they should 
not be driven from this position. If we are in this condition, the trials 
and afflictions that we have to pass through will not have power to move 
us, because we are founded upon the revelations of the Almighty. God 
has fulfilled His promises to us, and our prospects are grand and glorious. 
Yes, in the next life we will have our wives, and our sons and daughters. 
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If we do not get them all at once, we will bave them some time; for every 
knee shall bow and every tongue shall confess that Jesus is the Christ. 
You that are mourning about your children straying away will have your 
sons and your daughters. If you succeed in passing through these trials 
and afflictions and receive a resurrection, you will, by the power of the 
Priesthood, work and labor, as the Son of God has, until you get all your 
sons and daughters in the path of exaltation and glory. This is just as 
sure as that the sun rose this morning over yonder mountains. Therefore, 
mourn not because all your sons and daughters do not follow in the 
path that you have marked out to them, or give heed to your counsels. 
Inasmuch as we succeed in securing eternal glory, and stand as saviors, 
and as kings and priests to our God, we will save our posterity. When 
Jesus went through that terrible torture on the cross, He saw what would 
be accomplished by it; He saw that His brethren and sisters—the sons 
and daughters of God—would be gathered in, with but few exceptions— 
those who committed the unpardonable sin. That sacrifice of the divine 
Being was effectual to destroy the powers of Satan. I believe that to 
every man and woman who comes into this life and passes through it, life 
will be a success in the end. It may not be in this life. It was not-with 
the antideluvians. They passed through troubles and afflictions; 2,500 
years after that, when Jesus went to preach to them, the dead heard the 
voice of the Son of God, and they lived. They found after all that it was 
a very good thing that they had conformed to the will of God in leaving 
the spiritual life and passing through this world. 

God will have His own way in His own time, and He will accomplish 
His purposes in the salvation of His sons and daughters. We are here to 
do what God requires of us, and in doing what God requires of us we 
keep ourselves established upon that rock referred to, and these difficulties 
that arise will not affect us particularly. Go back sixty-three years and 
see how we have given our coat, and our overcoat, to our enemies, and 
given everything that they asked of us, and we would have given them 
more if they had asked it. We do this in the name of the Lord. We 
know all things will be right with us in the end, and we can afford to 
conform to their wishes to a certain extent; we can afford to be stripped ; 
we can afford to sacrifice our houses and our lands, as we have done more 
than once. We can afford to do all these things in order to carry out 
the purposes of God, and to make this generation understand that we are 
the friends of the world. When President Woodruff and his counselors 
went to Independence the feeling there was wonderfully changed since 
he had passed through there a good many years before. Then he had to 
skulk and hide to save his life. But this time the Mayor came out with 
a fine span of horses and beautiful carriage and asked President Woodruff 
to sit by his side, and did everything that he possibly could, to show him 
honor and respect. What a wonderful change! I have wondered, since 
reflecting upon these things, in regard to our going back two Jackson 
County, whether by and by they would not actually be glad to have us 
return and build up a city and a temple, and to protect them from vari- 
ous troubles that they see approaching. 1 would not be astonished at 
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all, because the Lord does things so differently to what man does. I would 
not imagine naturally that this would be the way we would go back; but 
the Lord may help usin this way. We surely will go back; there is no 
question about that, and we will build one of the grandest temples that 
was ever built upon this little globe. 

God bless you, brethren and sisters. Do not be discouraged is the word 
I wish to pass to you; but remember that righteousness and joy in the 
Holy Ghost is what you and I have the privilege of possessing at all times. 
And may God bless our President, and remove from him the effects of his 
cold, that he may stand up here, and that the Holy Ghost may be upon 
him, that his words may cause our hearts to burn with joy. Amen. 


TRAVELS IN PALESTINE. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 45.] 

A FEW mornings since I was awakened from sweet sleep by Malcome, a 
Syrian priest and friend of mine, who kindly invited me out to see the 
Mecca pilgrims welcomed on their return from their long and weary pil- 
grimage. Notwithstanding it wanted half an hour of being six, when 
we stepped out on the street, we found great throngs of people lining 
either side, to say nothing of the thousands of faces that appeared at 
open windows and looked down from the flat roofs of the houses, besides 
the flood of humanity, in which was being led donkeys, horses, and camels, 
that was drifting down the centre of the street towards the city’s princi- 
pal gate. We were pushed along with the crowd until we gained the 
outside of the city where there was room to scatter and where a blazing 
sun smiled down on the assembled thousands. The road just outside of 
the gate was lined on either side for a quarter of a mile with Turkish 
cavalry, and here let me remark that I saw among those foaming and 
dancing horses some very fine specimens of Arabian blood. The officers’ 
horses were indeed fine; in many cases their saddles and trappings were 
mounted in pure gold and silver while their riders were clad in most 
elaborate uniforms, made after the German style, though with more gold 
lace and broader stripes down the legs. We hadn’t long to wait before 
the caravan, enshrouded in a cloud of dust, hove in sight. It was pre- 
ceded by a guard of probably 200 Turkish soldiers mounted on mules. In 
the midst of this guard was carried by two mules an elaborately decorated 
car, or carriage, occupied by some high dignitary of the Mohammedan 
faith. Following the soldiers came the great body of pilgrims on camels. 
As the procession came up, Turkish cannon boomed forth a salute of 
twenty-one guns, the cavalry presented arms, the military brass band 
struck up their most welcoming tunes, while 25,000 voices joined in a 
deafening shout of welcome. 

Every good Moslem is expected to make a pilgrimage to Mecca at 
least once during his life, and every year thousands of Mohammedans 
from all parts of the eastern world gather at their holy city. The jour- 
ney from this part of the world can be made by water as far as the Red 
Sea and then by land; or by land direct from Damascus; the latter route 


54 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


is the one generally taken. This way the whole journey lies through dry 
and sandy deserts and is sixty days long. The pilgrimage lasts five 
months, four of which is spent on the camels in going and coming, the 
other month being spent in Mecca. Scarcely a year passes but hundreds 
of the pilgrims to that celebrated place succumb to that much dreaded 
disease, cholera. Their names are, however, added to the Mohammedan 
roll of honor and live in the tender memories of their wives and children. 

The Mohammedans have a great many traditions, in fact the religion, 
you might say, rests on a foundation built of tradition and is kept alive 
by traditions handed down for hundreds of years. Some of these are quite 
amusing and I will give them as I read them in the notes made by Sale 
in his translation of the Koran. Mohammedans believe that when an 
infidel comes from his grave, his evil deeds in the flesh will appear unto 
him in the ugliest form that he ever beheld, having a most deformed 
countenance, a filthy smell, a disagreeable voice; so that he shall cry out 
“God defend me from thee, what art thou? I never saw anything more 
detestable.” The figure will answer “why dost thou wonder at my ugli- 
ness? I am thy evil works. Thou didst ride upon me while thou wast in 
the world; but now I will ride upon thee, and thou shalt carry me.” 

Regarding the “molten calf” worshiped by the children of Israel while 
Moses was on the mount, Mohammedans say it was not made by Aaron, 
but by one Al Sameri, one of the leaders of Israel, out of the gold and 
silver ear-rings, bracelets, etc., worn by the ladies and borrowed from the 
Egyptians. Aaron had commanded him to gather all this jewelry together 
and to keep it until Moses should return from the mount. This he did 
and in order to keep them he melted them together in the form of a calf, 
which, when the children of Israel saw, being used to the idolatry of the 
Egyptians, they worshiped. Al Sameri picked up a handful of dust from 
the foot-prints of the Angel Gabriel’s horse and threw it into the oats 
mouth, whereupon the calf became animated and began to low. 

In order to prove his calling to the pagans of his day, Abraham, so 
Mohammedans believe, took four birds, an eagle, a peacock, a raven and 
a cock, and cut them all to pieces, pounded their flesh and feathers into 
a mortar, divided the mass into four parts and placed them on so many 
mountains keeping the heads in his hand. He then called to them each 
by their name and immediately one part flew to the other until they had 
all recovered their first shape and then came to be joined to their respec- 
tive heads. 

Among the many good things that Mohammed did was the putting a 
stop to the inhuman practice that had long been general among the pagan 
Arabs, of burying their daughters alive lest they should be reduced to 
poverty by providing for them, or to avoid the disgrace that would befall 
them if taken in battle, or their becoming scandalous by their behavior. 
The birth of a daughter on this account was considered a great misfortune, 
while on the other hand the death of one was a blessing and made a time 
of great rejoicing. When it was decided to raise a daughter she was 
dressed in very coarse clothing and put out on the desert to mind the 
sheep and camels. But if it was decided that she should be put to death, 
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she was taken care of until she was six years old. On the day appointed 
the father came into the house and said to the mother “Perfume her and 
adorn her that I may carry her to her mothers;” this being done the 
father led her to a pit or hole that had been dug for that purpose, and 
after telling her to look down he pushed her in, filled the hole with dirt, 
leveled it off with the ground and returned alone to the house. 

[TO BE CONTINUED. | 


WELSH CONFERENCE, 


Tue Welsh Conference convened at 188 Cathays Terrace, Cathays, Cardiff, 
Sunday, December 31, 1893. There were present: Anthon H. Lund, Presi- 
dent of the European Mission; Lorenzo T. Shepherd, President of, and 
John H. Evans, John F. Howells, Enoch H. Lewis, Henry Lewis, Evan 
Jones, Heber Timothy, George Thomas, James Thomas, and Francis Cun- 
dick, Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference. 

Services were held at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. The meetings were 
fairly well attended. Several strangers were present at the evening meet- 
ing, and all listened attentively to what was said. Good order prevailed 
throughout the services, and speakers as well as hearers enjoyed a rich 
portion of the Holy Spirit. All the Elders had the opportunity of speak- 
ing, and dwelt upon the duties of mankind to God, the necessity of im- 
plicit obedience to truth, and they particularly emphasized the first prin- 
ciples of the Gospel. 

The general authorities of the church, and of the European Mission, the 
President and the Traveling Elders in the Welsh Conference, were pre- 
sented and unanimously sustained. 

The statistics and progress of the work in this conference during the past 
six months were reported as follows: High Priests 2; Seventies 8; Elders 
31; Priests 2; Teachers 3; Deacons 6; members 96; total officers and 
members 145. Baptisms 7; children blessed 11; emigrated 4; excommuni- 
cated 2. Tracts distributed 22,339; in-door meetings held 193; out-door 
meetings held 26; Sunday school sessions 42; Gospel conversations 457; 
books loaned 48; books sold and given away 36. 

A Priesthood meeting was held Monday morning, January 1, 1894, at 
which all the Elders reported their labors and expressed their feelings, 
and received general instruction upon their duties from President Lund. 
A good time was enjoyed, and the Elders expressed themselves desirous of 
resuming their labors in the New Year with renewed diligence and as- 
siduity. Joun H. Evans, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS 


In 1890 there were in America about 275,000 women engaged in money-making occupa- 
tions as follows: One hundred and ten lawyers, 165 ministers, 320 authors, 588 journalists, 
2,061 artists, 2,136 architects, chemists and pharmacists, 2,106 stock raisers and ranchers, 
5,135 government clerks, 2,438 physicians and surgeons, 13,182 professional musicians, 
56,800 farmers and planters, 21,071 clerks and bookkeepers, 14,465 heads of commercial 
houses, and 155,000 public school teachers. 
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THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 22, 1894. 


THE TWO GREAT COMMANDMENTS. 


“Tov shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”— 
MATTHEW 22: 37, 38, 39. 

Thus, in a few words, the Savior summed up all the commandments 
given by the Lord, or written by inspired teachers in Israel for centuries. 
He declared that “on these two commandments hang all the Jaw and the 
prophets.” What a world of meaning in those words, “Thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind!” A love is therein spoken of possessed by only one who has had 
an existence on this earth—Jesus Christ. 

The love of God is given as the first great commandment. “For this is 
the love of God,” says John, “that we keep His commandments”; and 
also, “Whoso keepeth His word, in him verily is the love of God per- 
fected.” Jesus also said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” To 
keep His commandments was to keep the commandments of His Father, 
for He declared, “My doctrine is not mine, but His that sent me.” Hence, 
to keep this one great conmandment, includes the keeping of all the laws 
that God has given to man. 

To such an extent are we to shun evil that its very mention should be 
repugnant to us, and we should be always ready to combat its influences. 
To such an extent are we to love God and His goodness that our entire 
minds, our hearts, our very souls shall be pervaded by that love. All our 
acts in life should be in accordance with gospel principles and should spring 
from pure motives, every word and thought should be founded upon the 
strongest desire to do good. Our whole life should be devoted to the 
things that pertain to God, seeking only the glorifying of His name and 
not our own self-advancement among men. Our life, our talents, and our 
intelligence, in whatsoever direction they may extend, are given us for that 
purpose, because by glorifying Him we exalt ourselves, knowing with John 
that “when He shall appear we shall be like Him.” 

We wonder at the perfection of every part of that intricate piece of 
machinery—the human body, and we behold with admiration the infinite 
wisdom exhibited in its organization. We note the workings of the sea- 
sons, the beginning of new life in spring and its decay in autumn. We 
puzzle over the life-giving and procreative powers inherent in all that has 
life and being. We gaze with wonder at the starry vault of the heavens 
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and vainly seek to penetrate the mysteries enshrouding the creation. We 
learn by revelation something of our former existence and the glorious 
plan of probation and redemption, and by it we are given a glimpse of our 
future destiny. In all this we see the handiwork of an Almighty Being, of 
a wise Creator. We exist only by His will. Jesus said that He was the 
life and the light of the world. As well in our smallest undertakings, as 
in the performance of our noblest and greatest deeds, we must call into 
requisition powers which are God-given. Of what, then, have we to boast? 
Nothing. Dependent creatures that we are, we can not justly glory in 
our own strength, but should, by giving “glory to God in the highest,” 
seek for greater knowledge and power. Comprehending what He has 
done for us, nothing but love for Him should fill our hearts. Our whole 
soul should burn with love for our God, a love which can see in everything 
in life only additional cause for honoring Him and praising His name. 

This is the great law, difficult as it may seem to us. It demands an utter 
sinking of self, and the giving of all the great love of which our souls are 
capable to God. As a man now seeks to add laurels to his own fame, 
so should he delight in honoring God by testifying before men of His 
great love and goodness, seeking to infuse into them, if possible, a similar 
love. 

“And the second is like unto it!” When we have succeded in complying 
_ with the first great law, our attention is turned unto our neighbors. Who 
are our neighbors? Some answer: “Every man, woman and child, created 
on this earth, is our neighbor.” Others quote the Savior’s words, “Who is 
my mother, and who are my brethren? * * Whosoever shall do the 
will of God, the same is my brother, and sister, and mother,” holding that 
this also applies to our “neighbor.” But even in its most limited sense we 
find this law as difficult to obey as the former; yet, the more a man per- 
mits the love of God to take possession of him, the more of His creatures 
will that love compass, so that as he obeys the first great commandment, 
the second, being like unto it, is in itself obeyed. A man who loves God 
with all his heart, his soul and his mind, loves all of God’s creatures, and 
sees in them only something more wherewith to praise the name of his 
heavenly Father. 

We should seek to conquer ourselves so that we can love our enemies, and 
pray for them that despitefully use us, as the Savior commanded us. It is 
first necessary to learn to look upon our “neighbors” as the work and 
creation of an All-wise Being; then we will always glorify God and His 
works, and our “neighbors,” being God’s works, will receive of that love 
which we offer to God. 

In this sinful world, how great and how unattainable seems this per- 
fection to us! Yet that is the sum of all human existence, of all human 
endeavor and of all human hope: for a being who obeys these two com- 
mandments will be exalted, and an exaltation is what all believers seek, 
though those who do not accept new revelation allow of no difference 
between salvation and exaltation. All divine laws tell us how to approach 
God, how we may learn to know Him, and thereby to love Him—in short 
how to attain perfection. The Savior fully understood the plan of salva- 
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tion and the beauty and completeness of these two commandments when 
He said, “On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” 
J. V. B. 


ArRRIVAL.—Elder Asmus Jorgensen, of Glendale, Utah, arrived per 
Cunard steamer Umbria, Sunday, January 7, 1894. He was appointed 
to labor in the Scandinavian Mission. 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENT.—Elder F. H. Baugh is released from his 
labors as Traveling Elder in the Scottish Conference, and is appointed to 
labor in the Birmingham Conference. 

Elder C. E. Carroll has been honorably released owing to ill health, and 
returned home December 16, 1893. 


BIRMINGHAM CONFERENCE Notice.—The Birmingham Conference will 
be held in Hockley Chapel, Hunter’s Vale, off Farm Street, Sunday, Jan- 
uary 28, 1894. Meetings will be held at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 and 6:30 p.m. 


FROM VARIOUS MISSIONARY FIELDS. 


Exper C. F. B. Lysprert writes to the Deseret News from Amsterdam, 
Holland, under date of November 21, 1893: “The missionaries in the 
Netherlands are all well. They enjoy good health and are meeting with - 
much success. Some souls are now and then added to the Church. Oc- 
casionally we find a straw dropped by the reaper. We pick it up very 
carefully. The actual number baptized in the Netherlands since I came 
here, eighteen months ago, I do not know, but I have attended to forty- 
three baptisms myself. There are many in different places all over the 
country who believe the Gospel of Christ, and I think many will yet come 
into the ‘fold. We have of late distributed a number of tracts. In 
Amsterdam alone we have distributed about 5000 the last two months. I 
have also inserted in a paper here with a circulation of 20,000, a tract 
entitled, ‘The Gospel of Christ.’ In this way we are sowing the good 
seed, hoping it will bear good fruit. I expect after a little to place in an- 
other paper that has a circulation of 41,500, another tract entitled, ‘The 
Tidings of Joy.’ I like to leave no stone untouched in bearing my testi- 
mony to this people before I am released to return home, so that I can 
conscientiously feel I have done my duty to the best of my ability.” 

Elder James Boyden, laboring in the Nottingham Conference, writes 
from Loughborough, England, under date of December 30, 1893: ‘During 
this month I visited several families in Wiltshire and Hampshire, by the 
name of Staggs. Their father left England about twenty-five years ago, 
having embraced the Gospel. A son and three daughters remained 
here. They had not heard of any elders since their father departed for 
Utah and they were delighted to see me. When I spoke to them of 
the principles of the Gospel and sang some of our hymns they remembered 
the testimony borne to them by their father. They rejoiced to hear 
from him and would be pleased to meet any of the elders. They would 
always have a bed and a meal for them, should they come that way in 
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their travels. Whitbury is an out-of-the-way place, full of hills and 
hollows. A boy while ploughing on a farm in that neighborhood un- 
earthed a stone pot containing 4022 pieces of Roman money, dated before 
the birth of the Savior. This interesting find was sent to London.” 

Elder August Carlson, President of the Stockholm Conference, Sweden, 
writes to the Nordstjarnan, under date of December 16, 1893, as follows: 
“T arrived in Orebro, December 1, and was well received by Elder Fjall- 
strém who, with his co-workers Elders Lundquist and Jensen, is working 
zealously for the spread of the truth. The latter two were far up in Verm- 
land. The same evening we held a meeting and preached on ‘ Life among the 
Mormons in Utah,’ during which we refuted the falsehoods circulated about 
the Saints. , We also showed by our own observations and the writings of 
prominent men that the Saints were not behind their opponents in the 
possession of Christian virtues. We hope and, judging from the lively 
interest exhibited by the listeners, we believe that our meeting will 
serve to allay the prejudices against the people of God. December 3 we 
held two public and one special meeting in the branch chapel, attended 
by many attentive listeners. After the last meeting two gentlemen, who 
were Methodists, asked for a conversation, during which they sought to 
prove that divine authority had been conferred on John Wesley through 
Polycarpus and the fathers of the church. As answer to them we quoted 
John Wesley’s own utterances in his 89th sermon concerning the apostacy, 
as well as the following poem by his brother and faithful co-worker: 

Where shall I wander now to find 

Successors they have left behind ! 

The faithful, whom I seek in vain, 

Are ’minished from the sons of men. 
They dropped the subject saying that they had not come to argue but to 
learn, and thereafter listened to our testimony. We also attended a meet- 
ing of the Woman’s Relief Society and found a good spirit prevailing there. 
On Wednesday, December 6, I visited Eskilstuna where I met Elders 
Lundquist and Kjellgren busy in the work of the ministry. Here we held 
a meeting speaking on the same subject as that dwelt upon at the first 
evening in Orebro. The following evening and Sunday we also held 
meetings which were well attended. The majority of the Saints in Orebro 
and Eskilstuna are honest and sincere and among the strangers we notice 
many who were unprejudiced and who showed a disposition to investigate. 
At the close of our last meeting we had a long conversation with a gentle- 
man who said he was much interested, although he doubted the existence 
of a God. He asked several questions about the Godhead and the 
basis of our belief, which we answered, apparently to his satisfaction, 
after which he thanked us and withdrew, having first purchased two of 
our books for further research. The sectarians present, who listened to 
the conversation, were astonished to see how easily one possessed of the 
truth can answer the complicated questions with which the so-called free- 
thinkers often trouble them, and they made several desparate efforts to 
prove their theories, but thereby they only aided in presenting the 
truth in a still clearer light and injuring their own cause. The Saints 
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declared that they lacked words wherewith to express their thankfulness 
to God for the light of truth, and after a meeting of four hours we separ- 
ated.” 

Elder John Christensen, writing to the Nordstjarnan from Kalmar, 
Sweden, under date of December 15, 1893, about a trip by boat, says: 
“Owing to snow and wind we did not reach our destination, but were 
forced to spend the night on board, my bed consisting of three chairs and 
the captain’s overcoat. The next night we were offered lodgings with one 
of our fellow-travelers who treated us with the greatest respect. We told 
him and his people that we were Latter-day Saints and showed our books 
and articles of faith, but though we explained the first principles of the 
Gospel to them, I do not believe they fully understood who we were. 
They were ‘Lasare,’ [a sect of strict Lutheran religionists] and asked us to 
pray with them before we left. They were much moved and on the mor- 
row when we bade them farewell the old gentleman embraced us, with 
tears in his eyes. I shall not soon forget that farewell. Our route took 
us through Vislanda, but it was impossible to sell a single book and it 
was with difficulty that we succeeded in giving one away. We have found 
a few friends and will doubtless find more when the people learn that our 
intentions are only to do them good.” 


THE MEXICAN COLONIES. 


A CORRESPONDENT to the Deseret News, signing himself “Sierra Madres,” 
writes as follows from Colonia Juarez, Chihuahua, Mexico:— 

“Our colony has been very prosperous. The rain fall during the months 
of July, August and September was of a very profitable nature. It is 
estimated that in this locality $6,000 worth of cheese has been produced 
for export. 

“Barns are full and hay stacks are plentiful. The singularity of our 
haying is that it comes after our wheat crop has been gathered. Various 
articles are now being produced here in the colonies for export, and in 
order to be successful a board of trade has been organized with the view 
of procuring better prices and open up new localities for our ‘Mormon’ 
products. 

“Colonia Diaz has heen somewhat troubled by the revolutionists. 
When word came here that the revolutionists were in the vicinity a com- 
pany of Mexican infantry was camping in the colony, but they (the 
soldiers) left immediately for a more peaceful locality. 

“Peace and quiet are perfectly restored and the Saints attend to their 
various avocations as if nothing had happened, trusting in their Heavenly 
Father for protection. “The Mexican settlement (Galiana), some forty 
miles southeast of here, has sent a written request to our Bishop to send 
down ten ‘Mormon’ fatnilies to teach the people of that settlement our 
ways. Sveps have been taken to fulfil this request and also to aid this 
colony by securing a place to raise wheat and corn. The municipality of 
Galiana has sold us 8,000 acres of tillable land on three years’ payment. 
The land is of a good quality for farming and fruit raising, and is only a 
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short distance from here, so we expect it to be of a material benefit to 
this place as well as a means of learning the natives how to live and take 
advantage of the elements within their reach. Many springs of water are 
above the land. It is estimated that enough water is in sight to irrigate 
2,000 acres. 

“On the low lands wheat, corn, cane, sweet potatoes, peanuts and two 
crops of early-rose potatoes can be grown, but the Irish potatoes require 
a higher altitude. In fruit, grapes of various kinds, peaches, apricots, 
apples, pears, plums, strawberries, blackberries, dewberries, etc., can be 
produced, but all must be planted before fruit can be gathered. 

“We have a beautiful climate. It is never warmer than in Salt Lake 
Valley, and we have a long season. Green leaves can now be seen on our 
trees at this writing (December) with a temperature like May in Utah. 
Our brethren who have stepped to the front in the land enterprise, and 
used their means for the accomplishment of this move, are Bishop George 
W. Sevy, D. E. Harris, B. L. Croft, J. C. Petersen and Joseph Cordon. 
They have also secured a concession of exemption from all state and 
municipal taxes for fifteen years, free importation of household goods and 
farming implements, also horses and other stock, provisions when necess- 
ary, and raw materials for manufacturing purposes. So we hope to see 
our colonies grow and increase, and be united in their efforts in the 
accomplishment of God’s purposes in this land. 

“The colonies are making good progress, and the elements are tempered 
in their behalf. This is a repetition of pioneering in Utah. We need men 
of faith and integrity, and who are willing to labor. Then the Almighty 
will help those who are willing to help themselves.” 


HONORING THE DEPARTED PROPHET. 


In Utah the eighty-ninth anniversary of the birth of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith was appropriately observed December 23, 1893. The Deseret News 
of that day contained the following editorial on the work accomplished by 
this great latter-day prophet :— 

To-day is the anniversary of the birth of a man, whom future historians 
will reverently mention as the most prominent figure of the nineteenth 
century, @ man whose appearance in history will mark an epoch. We 
refer to Joseph Smith, the Prophet and first leader of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints, who was born December 23, 1805, in Sharon, 
Windsor County, in the state of Vermont, 

lt is not at this time necessary to attempt a sketch of his eventful 
though brief career. The leading features of it are familiar to those who 
love and revere his memory, and even the world at large is beginning to 


’ obtain a better understanding thereof. But a few thoughts may to-day be 
offered upon the mission he so faithfully accomplished. 

Bible students know that among the most prominent forecasts by 
ancient seers are those which relate to the establishmeut on earth of a 
condition of peace, virtue, righteousness and universal brotherhood. This 
happy dispensation is not to come merely as a result of evolution out of 
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the existing conditions. The Scriptures represent the appearance ofthe 
golden millennium as the result of the second advent of Messiah. It will 
follow His coming in glory just as the Gospel dispensation followed; His 
life and death in the beginning of our era. It is further stated in holy 
writ that certain events were to precede the reign of peace. Among these 
are the gathering of Israel and the proclamation of the Gospel to the 
uttermost parts of the world, first to the Gentiles and then to the Jews. 

As John the Baptist was sent to prepare the way for Messiah at His 
first advent, so our beloved Prophet, Joseph Smith, was commissioned by 
the Almighty to proclaim the second coming of Christ. To him was given 
the charge to gather scattered Israel and to send the Gospel to every part 
of the earth. Nay, more than that: as the dispensation of which he was 
the forerunner is to be one in which heaven and earth are to be united, 
and all the children of God acknowledge their Elder Brother, he was 
given means whereby the Gospel institutions are made accessible to 
generations past, whose bodies slumber in the grave, but whose spirits 
live in the great beyond. His words, though but those of feeble man, 
were to reverberate to worlds beyond this; the power with which he was 
endowed, the power of God, was to break the chains of darkness and 
liberate the prisoners. 

For this great work he was wonderfully well equipped. With the valor 
of a hero he faced a hostile world. A genius, he comprehended at a 
glance the nature of things surrounding him. A seer, he viewed the past 
and future almost as clearly as the present. At his coming the world 


‘might well rejoice, for his work furnishes the proof that the Almighty 


has never forgotten His promises to His people. 

Brief was his career. Misunderstood by the world, he was soon called 
upon to lay down his life as a testimony to the truth of his mission. But 
his work on earth was done. As a monument of his faithfulness the 
Church of Christ exists in these latter days, engaged in carrying out the 
mission first given to him. The Gospel is being proclaimed to the world. 
Israel is gathering, and soon, perhaps, the Jews will hear the glad tidings. 
Redemption is being offered to the dead. In brief, at this time there is 
joy among departed spirits as well as among men, on account of the 
preparations that are being made for the reign of the Son of God. We 
worship the Almighty, and we honor and respect the memory of His 
servant Joseph Smith, because he was faithful and true; endeavoring to 
imitate his virtues and to share the reward promised the Saints of the 
Most High. 


THE LAST BROTHER OF THE MARTYRS. 


THE Saints’ Herald, published at Lamoni, Iowa, U.S.A., in its issue of 
December 9, 1893, contains the following editorial note, in which the 
Latter-day Saints will also be interested: “We learn by letter from his 
wife, Sister Rosanna Smith, that Uncle William B. Smith, long the surviv- 
ing brother of the Martyrs, had passed over to the great beyond, his 
departure occurring November 13, 1893, from his home at Osterdock, Iowa, 
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He had attained to ripe years and went to his rest as veterans do, ready 
for the roll call on the other side. His life was a varied one, his experi- 
ences many, and of him it may be said: ‘He sleeps well after life’s fitful 
fever.” 

The Deseret News gives the following additional data: “Uncle William 
B. Smith was the fifth son of Joseph Smith, Sr.,and Lucy Smith. He was 
born in Royalton, Windsor County, Vermont, U.S.A., March 13, 1811. He 
joined the Church at an early date and was appointed a member of the 
first quorum of the Twelve at the organization of that quorum. He was 
married to Caroline Grant, daughter of Joshua and Thalia Grant, Feb- 
ruary 14, 1833, by whom he had two daughters, Mary Jane and Caroline. 
In the spring of 1838 he removed to Far West, and after the mob com- 
menced to drive the Saints away he went to Illinois and settled in Ply- 
mouth, Hancock County. In 1842 he was a member of the house of 
representatives of the legislature of Illinois and did good service. In 1844 
he came to Nauvoo in company with several Saints from New Jersey. 
Here he had his last interview with his brother Joseph before he left for 
the East. In later years he has held the office of patriarch in the Josephite 
church, residing in the state of Iowa. He was the last surviving brother 
of the martyred Prophets, Joseph and Hyrum. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

A son of Mr. Robert Murdock, of Logan, while playing with some companions after 
dark, December 16, 1893, ran against a wire fence and cut his throat rather badly, just 
missing the jugular vein. 

Mrs. P. W. Madsen, wife of P. W. Madsen, of Salt Lake City, had the misfortune to 
break her right arm midway between the elbow and wrist, December 19, 1893, by falling 
from a step ladder at her own residence. 

Miss Sophia Hartvigsen, of Hyrum, who was so badly injured by being thrown and 
dragged by a horse December 11, died December 12 and was buried December 14. The 
majority of the population of Hyrum was in attendance. 


While Samuel Jepperson, Peter Groneman and Bud Hedenberg were on the shore of 
Utah Lake, December 18, 1893, duck hunting, a shot was fired by the latter and Jepper- 
eon and Groneman each received a duck shot in the lip. 


Riverton, Salt Lake County, experienced a heavy wind, December 4, 1893, which scat- 
tered haystacks and everything not fully secured. Several houses were unroofed. A lady 
and her little child were asleep in one of them when the wind came up. Shortly after 10 
p.m., it struck the house with such force that the gable was blown in down to the square. 
The mass of about five hundred bricks and some timbers from the ceiling came in with a 
great crash and landed on the bed seven to ten feet below. The bed and its occupants 
were borne to the floor, the lady and child being completely buried under the bricks, 
mortar and timber. Fortunately the bedding and the crossing of the timbers afforded 
them partial protection. As it was, the lady received a severe gash four or five inches 
long on the head. She freed herself from the mass of debris, but could not remove the 
child, so hastened across the street for assistance, the blood streaming from the gaping 
wound. Help was quickly at hand, even in the midst of the gale, and the child was 
taken comparatively uninjured. The mother also was properly taken care of, and her 
injuries are not regarded as dangerous, though her system received a severe shock, 
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